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Manchester 2006

Dateline Manchester...
HULME HALL, UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER, 7-10 SEPT 2006
Welcome to a gloriously sunny Manchester for the 43rd Map Curators’ Workshop and Annual
Symposium.

Situated a short distance from the city centre in the historic area of Victoria Park where many
Victorian mansions sit in a comfortable, elegant, secluded area, Hulme Hall provided a very compact
and relaxed venue for our weekend’s activities with everything within arms reach, including nearby, a
mile of Manchester's finest curry houses for those brave enough to sample their wares.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS YEAR’S EVENT

• the Presidential Address by Dr Seppe Cassettari and the transfer of the 
Presidency to Mary Spence, MBE

• Peter Clark awarded the Society Medal   

• the Map Curators' Group celebration of the 40th anniversary of the formation of 
the Group and also a very pleasant visit to the historic Chetham's library

• an Extraordinary General Meeting to discuss and approve a new series of membership 
rates and the AGM where new Councl members were elected
(see below and page 14)

• a wonderfully wide variety of sessions ranging from Mapping Manchester,
Critical Cartography to Playing with maps and The map, the client and the 
designer. Delegates were even given the unusual opportunity of participating
in a seminar by the Working Group on Use and User issues of the International
Cartographic Association (ICA). Favourite papers covered the 
fascinating Worldmapper website where algorithms had been ingeniously applied 
to produce statistically informative world maps, Alfred Wainwright’s mapping genius, 
the history of maps on jigsaws and The Map Designers preview

• the introducton of a whole new range of BCS Awards and trophies 
(see pages 10 & 11)

And as always, plenty opportunity to meet old friends and new, to learn, to share expertise 
and to simply enjoy the whole subject of cartography and maps.

We now look forward to Symposium 2007.
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BCS outreach

Taking The Message To The People

Autumn 2006 saw the BCS take to the
road with a series of educational 
seminars. The intention was to 

educate, promote and discuss the idea and
principles of good cartography, with the back
up plan of promoting the work of the 
Society and hopefully providing a boost 
to membership. 

Despite last minute, unavoidable changes to
the agenda, the programme delivered exactly
what the doctor ordered (Dr Cassettari that
is!). Alan Collinson of Geo-Innovations gave
delegates an eye opening show and tell
approach to the ‘good, the bad and the ugly’
of the mapping world followed by an 
introduction to the many different types of
maps from HarperCollins. BCS’ very own
Ken Atherton then succinctly described the
principles of map making (complete with
‘blow-up’ props) including map projections
and reference systems, scale, resolution, 
generalisation, marginalia and metadata. 

After a much needed refreshment break, field
surveyors from the Ordnance Survey gave a
very interesting presentation on creating and
maintaining a national archive including the
growing role of technology such as GPS, Real

Time Kinetics and LiDAR. Seppe Cassettari
covered the thorny topic of copyright and
other legal considerations, making many of
the delegates seriously consider some of their
own mapping activities, then the last session
before lunch saw Peter Jolly of ESRI 
demonstrating some of the advanced 
cartographic functionalities of today’s GIS
software.  

After lunch delegates were shown how to put
Better Mapping into practice. Mary Spence
MBE of Global Mapping and Alan Collinson
provided expert advice on all aspects of map
creation. From selecting the right information
to the importance of colour, text size, 
placement and spacing to the choice of 
shading – delegates received practical 
guidance on what to do in order to create
better maps and what not to do! 

In addition to the educational side of the
events, there was also the chance for delegates
to network with each other and with a 
selection of BCS Corporate Member 
organisations. Thanks go to the Association
for Geographic Information, British
Geological Survey, Cities Revealed, Collins
Bartholomew, Cosmographics, ESRI (UK),
Geo-Innovations, Global Mapping, Lovell
Johns, The Map Shop, Ordnance Survey,
Scotprint, Stirling Surveys, UK GeoForum,
United Kingdom Hydrographic Office, 
and The XYZ Digital Map Company for 
their support.

The seminar series started on the last day of
October in the prestigious setting of Trinity
House, London. Home to the Corporation 
of Trinity House, the venue was replete with
historical navigational globes, models of 17th
century ships and the ship’s bell from the
Royal Yacht Britannia, which was ‘chimed’ to

Continued on page 17...

Better Mapping 2006
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New Membership Subscription Rates
It was agreed, at an Extraordinary General
Meeting,held on 8 September during the
43rd Annual Symposium, at the University
of Manchester, that, with effect from 
1 January 2007, the annual membership
subscription rates will be:

Ordinary Member £35
Fellow £50
Associate Member £15
Corporate Member £180
Small Corporate Member £75

Optional Airmail supplement for Members 
living overseas £15

This is the first increase in subscriptions for
thirteen years. For further details of the
new membership category Small Corporate
Member, see page 13.

Membership renewal forms are enclosed
with this issue of Maplines.

Members currently paying their 
subscription by Standing Order will have
received new forms and are urged to 
complete and return them to BCS
Administration as soon as possible.

Ken Atherton
BCS Administration  

Mary Spence and Faith Clark

The exhibition

The attentive audience
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article and the ‘complex algorithm’ kind. As
an example of this, how do I find out about
the practical problems associated with the
Bonne projection at a scale of 1:10,000?
Answer, with very great difficulty, all the
works available tell me either ‘the Bonne was
used in the Great War’ or will tell me how to
perform a Molodensky transformation, neither
of which is much use to me. If I need to
know if I can scan a Bonne map and use it in
my mapping software with simple lat/long,
nothing is available. If the BCS could support
articles on questions at this level, I am sure
there would be a lot wider interest. 

I would like to see more articles that bridge
the gap between cartography and map users.
Not with a lower standard of authorship or
authority, but with a focus on users rather
than map producers. 

Another aspect of the face of the BCS is
membership. Currently one can only get to be
a Fellow by ‘meeting the professional 
competence criteria agreed by Council’.
Anyone seeing that will think the BCS is only

for cartographic professionals, there is no
other route to any sort of recognition. This
will be reinforced if they read on and find
‘While membership of the Society is open to
anyone who has an interest in maps or charts,
uses them in the course of employment not
otherwise concerned with maps, or consults
them in the pursuit of leisure, such activities
and interests are not regarded as being 
appropriate qualifications for those seeking 
to obtain Fellowship status.’ That is fine, 
keep the Fellow as a mark of cartographic
excellence but how about developing another
grade of membership with parity of esteem
with a Fellow but gained by a route more
associated with using maps rather than 
producing them at a professional level? 

If the BCS does not change, it will in all 
likelihood, fade away.

Howard Anderson 
BCS Member and member of the Historical

Military Mapping Group 
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BCS on the move

Better Mapping 2006

In answer to Alan Collinson’s personal view in
Maplines Vol. 12, August 2006 

Alan, I read with great interest, your
article in Maplines that came today. 
As a result, I thought you may like to

read the views of one member of that group
you wish to attract to the BCS, 
non-cartographers. Before joining I made
sure that people like me would be welcomed
and I certainly have been, but the BCS and its
journal remain oriented to professional 
cartographers. These as you say, form a 
dwindling group. 

I am not qualified as a cartographer in any
way, but I use and study maps made by others
and also make maps to further my studies in
other areas. Being professionally qualified in
other areas, I am able to use some of the
excellent software and data sets currently
available at modest prices. I do not mean GIS,
I refer to software that can manipulate
scanned paper maps as well as vector based
data, for example, Oziexplorer and Global
Mapper.

All sorts of professions have been affected by
similar developments, people are now able to
use software that contains some of the 
expertise once gained only after years of 
training. One example is flight training. 
Flight simulators were once only very
expensive professional tools and still are in the
top end of the business but low cost software
that will run in an ordinary PC is now in
everyday use to train both amateur and 
professional pilots. As an outsider, 
professional GIS and the associated data is 
far beyond my economic reach, but the new
generation of low cost software and even free
data sets puts useful tools within reach. Users
of such software may not have been attracted
to the BCS, why should they be?. 

I believe there is an ever increasing number of
people that make or use maps for more than
trivial reasons, few of whom would consider
themselves as being cartographers. A Google
search for Oziexplorer yields over 700,000
links, and this software is hardly that used by
a professional cartographer. Rather it, and
software like it, is used by all sorts of other
people, historians, archaeologists, hikers (the
original target for the software), engineers,

pilots and may others. I am not associated in
any way with Oziexplorer or its author, I am
simply using it as an example. If the BCS is to
change its branding, the authors of those
700,000 links and others are surely the target
group. All of them make more than a trivial
use of maps, some make maps for their own
use. All are potential members. 

The articles in the Journal are fascinating but
many are beyond the understanding of the
people I describe. If the Journal is the public
face of the BCS, many would feel daunted by
its content, believing the BCS to be for 
others, not them. There is a serious problem
here, one that some would call dumbing
down. If the Journal were to contain fewer
purely academic papers, the conservative
members may well object that the learned
journal approach is being diluted to attract
the masses. Perhaps the answer is to 
encourage more articles such as the one on
geological D-Day maps in the latest edition or
the recent one on cycling/touring maps of
Europe. These are very interesting yet still
understandable by non-cartographers. If the
balance were shifted this way, would it
amount to dumbing down? I don't think so,
it simply shifts the focus away from the truly
academic and interests to those who, like me,
have knowledge and experience elsewhere yet
make serious use of maps. 

One really useful result of BCS membership
would be a system where articles such as mine
at www.westernfrontassociation.com/ 
thegreatwar/articles/trenchmaps/stand.htm
could be reviewed by someone who actually
knows what they are talking about, and any
severe errors pointed out and corrected. With
the approach of publishing a peer reviewed
journal, there is a problem if you wish to 
re-brand the BCS, the review is by peers. It is
then automatic that articles will continue to
be based on professional cartography, the
world of the peers. 

During years of teaching engineering and
computing, it found it very difficult to find
books and journals that are aimed at the 
‘middle set’, i.e. not so simple that they have
no real content yet not so academic that only
universities would make use of them. It seems
to me that the world of cartography suffers
from the same problem, nothing much
between the ‘north is at the top’ kind of 
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BCS on the move

‘A personal view’... a reply

...continued from page 6
call the delegates back from lunch at the start
of the afternoon session. The Corporation is
concerned with the safety of shipping and the
well being of seafarers and has three distinct
functions: they are the General Lighthouse
Authority for England, Wales, the Channel
Islands and Gibraltar, a charitable organisation
dedicated to the safety, welfare and training of
mariners and a Deep Sea Pilotage Authority
providing expert navigators for ships trading
in Northern European waters. As navigation
and cartography are natural ‘bed fellows’ this
venue was the perfect setting to kick off the
series of events.

The following week saw participants heading
to Cardiff City Hall. Again an imposing 
historical venue this time complete with a
‘work in progress’ ice rink for the cities festive
celebrations. Then on to Aintree Racecourse
home of the Grand National and finally 
exactly a month after the series started it 
came to a close on the 30th November at
Murrayfield Stadium in Edinburgh.

In total over 300 delegates attended the
events, mostly from local government or other
public sector organisations and mainly non
BCS members. Overall feedback from the 
delegates was very positive enforcing the 
opinion of the organisers, BCS Council and
Corporate Members that the enormous 
contribution by all involved was more than
worth the end result. 

Faith Clark
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