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The Members Area includes
BCS events, Members offers,
Council minutes...
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The Gallery showcases
cartography from BCS
members and BCS Award
winners

Visit the BCS website at www.cartography.org.uk

The new Forum opens up new
ways for the Society to
deepen the rapport between
members, as well as
opening up discussions
to the wider cartograhic world
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..and an archive of Maplines
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An evening at the RAF Club
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...continued from page 8

David Shukman’s career has spanned
many important World events, the fall
of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the end
of the Cold War, to name but two. He
travelled regularly through Checkpoint
Charlie to East Germay with the
necessary visas. On one occasion he
jokingly told border guards that he was
here to watch the Wall come down.
Two days later it actually happened.

Apparently, the German authorities had
declared they were going to make it
easier to travel to the West. Taking
them at their word, crowds of East
Germans surged through Checkpoint
Charlie. David had been broadcasting
from West Berlin and was trying to get
back to his team in East Berlin.
Progressing through Checkpoint
Charlie, he was in the bizarre position
of having his visa stamped as crowds
of East Germans stormed the Wall

in the midst of a chaotic night that
eventually saw the Wall being

torn down.

Last summer, the North West Passage
was devoid of ice for the first time
since records began; normally it is
icebound throughout the year. Was this
a sign of global warming? Is the Arctic
changing? In the far flung outposts of
humanity, researchers are continously
studying the ice and icebergs, whatever
the weather, to determine the changes
global warming maybe having on the
environment. The ice cover has been
steadily shrinking; the opening of the
sea routes is already leading to
international disputes. Canada says it
has full rights over those parts of the
North West Passage that pass through
its territory and that it can bar transit
there. But this has been disputed by
the US and the European Union. They
argue that the new route should be an
international strait that any vessel can
use. This type of claim has huge
significance for cartographers.

For his trip to such an iconic place,
David took a colour copy of the Franklin
1845 expedition map, provided by the
Royal Geographical Society.

Significantly, the map contained ‘big
blanks’ of territory, because, of
course, Franklin had no radar or GPS,
a fact that dumbfounds modern
ships’ captains.

At the time of writing, one of David’s
most recent reports was on the rising
tides in Tuvalu. In this part of his talk
the graphics clearly illustrated the
problem to the population living on the
low lying coral atoll of Tuvalu caused by
the rising tides and water table. The
sea water is seeping through the
bedrock killing off the agriculture. If the
tides continue to rise at the rate they
are doing so, over the next 30 years
the maps of this area will have to
revised drastically as islands and
populations disappear.

In 2004 David visited the Aral Sea, now
a barren place, a poisoned wasteland.
Man made a disaster as he diverted
water to create new farmland. The
remaining land is salty and wasted.

In effect one of the Earth’s great
features is being rubbed off the map.
In the population, the polluting levels of
salt are causing widespread illness,
especially those affecting the
respiratory system and DNA, including
cancer of the oesophagus. Since 2004
there have been put in place some
fairly successful projects to restore
some of the water but the land is still
suffering and changing.

In the international arena, maps are
everything, especially in such politically
unstable areas, such as the West
Bank, where they detail the interlocking
bits of territory, deliniating and
describing a very complicated situation.

Big changes to the planet are now
taking place. Changes in the past have
been drastic rather than gentle.
Scientists expect the same now and in
the near future.

Cartographers and map makers are
going to be busy.

Visit the BCS website at www.cartography.ory.uk





