
An evening at the RAF Club

New BCS Website launch
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Fellows evening BCS Website

In early February, fifty two BCS
Fellows and guests gathered in the
beautiful and historic surroundings 
of the RAF Club for the 12th Annual
Fellows Evening, to celebrate 
cartography. 

This was a Fellows Evening with 
a difference; the programme 
included both the launch of the 
long-anticipated new design for the
BCS website by BCS Webmaster
Clare Neal and the guest lecture.

After the convivial drinks reception,
Clare gave the evening’s guests a
detailed tour of the new website,
its features and plans for future 
development. 

The guest lecture was given by David

Shukman. David is a very familiar 
figure in news reporting; he is
Environment and Science
Correspondent for BBC News. He
works principally for the Six and Ten
O'Clock News bulletins on BBC One
reporting from more than 70 
countries and regions including both
the Arctic and the Antarctic.

His recent assignments include 
revealing the plight of the polar bears
in the far north of Canada, enduring
sub-zero conditions at a NASA 
ice-station in Greenland and reporting
on the spread of the Kalahari desert
in southern Africa. His brief covers 
climate change, space exploration,
environmental disasters, avian flu
and future technologies. During his
talk to the BCS Fellows he 

concentrated specifically on his
reports from the North West
Passage, the Aral Sea and Tuvalu.

Working across the World as David
does, an understanding of geography
and maps are vital. Even when a cub
reporter working an assignment in
Coventry covering a stabbing he 
discovered that the ability to use
maps correctly would keep him safe.
In this instance it related to 
something as simple as parking his
car in the right area. However, when
the ‘right area’ is a safe one as
advised by local police in a very 
troubled area, in the middle of a
potential riot, knowing your city 
and planning well is key to 
journalistic safety.

Continued on page 10...

As part of the BCS initiative to 
promote Better Mapping the BCS has
launched a redesigned website.

The site provides expanded 
information about the Society's 
membership, publications, events,
special interest groups, and the 
annual Awards.

One of the main features of the new
website is the BCS Forum, for use by
the general public as well as those in
the cartographic community to ask
questions and find out about topical
issues. The Forum is moderated by
Council and members of the BCS.

New features on the website also
include the Junior Mapmakers 
section, a secure payment form for
subscriptions, Who's who of the BCS,
a Members' area, RSS news feed, a
site index and a FAQ page. Enhanced 
features include news and events
notices, the calendar, job vacancies
page, and search capability.

‘The key aim in the new design was to
make users, both new and old, find
the information they were after 
quickly, and also to encourage more
inter-site surfing’, said Clare Neal,
BCS Webmaster. ‘We hope that the

extended features of the site 
encourage our current membership
and also entice new users to find out
more about us and cartography as 
a whole.’

The website is now split up into two
significant sections. The first section
aims at dealing with enquiries about
cartography, such as how to work out
scale on a map, and how to find out
more about training and working 
in cartography.

The second section focuses on the
BCS and what activities the Society is
undertaking for its members and also
who we are and what we are all about. 
For any comments regarding the 
website, including adding job 
vacancies and events, please email
Clare on webmaster.bcs@gmail.com
or use the BCS Forum to give your
opinion.

Bold and freshly designed, the
site provides expanded 
information about the 
Society's activities,

publications, Council and 
membership

The site includes listings of
Corporate Members and
Freelance cartographers

The Gallery showcases 
cartography from BCS 

members and BCS Award
winners

New sections include 
the Members’ Area and About

Cartography that 
features information on 
mapmaking and careers 

in cartography

The Members Area includes
BCS events, Members offers,

Council minutes... 

...and an archive of Maplines

The design is uncluttered, easy to navigate, and incorporates many new features

The new Forum opens up new
ways for the Society to 

deepen the rapport between 
members, as well as 

opening up discussions 
to the wider cartograhic world



...continued from page 8
David Shukman’s career has spanned
many important World events, the fall
of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the end
of the Cold War, to name but two. He
travelled regularly through Checkpoint
Charlie to East Germay with the 
necessary visas. On one occasion he
jokingly told border guards that he was
here to watch the Wall come down. 
Two days later it actually happened.

Apparently, the German authorities had
declared they were going to make it
easier to travel to the West. Taking
them at their word, crowds of East
Germans surged through Checkpoint
Charlie. David had been broadcasting
from West Berlin and was trying to get
back to his team in East Berlin.
Progressing through Checkpoint
Charlie, he was in the bizarre position
of having his visa stamped as crowds
of East Germans stormed the Wall 
in the midst of a chaotic night that 
eventually saw the Wall being 
torn down. 

Last summer, the North West Passage
was devoid of ice for the first time
since records began; normally it is 
icebound throughout the year. Was this
a sign of global warming? Is the Arctic
changing? In the far flung outposts of
humanity, researchers are continously
studying the ice and icebergs, whatever
the weather, to determine the changes 
global warming maybe having on the
environment. The ice cover has been
steadily shrinking; the opening of the
sea routes is already leading to 
international disputes. Canada says it
has full rights over those parts of the
North West Passage that pass through
its territory and that it can bar transit
there. But this has been disputed by
the US and the European Union. They
argue that the new route should be an 
international strait that any vessel can
use. This type of claim has huge 
significance for cartographers.

For his trip to such an iconic place,
David took a colour copy of the Franklin
1845 expedition map, provided by the
Royal Geographical Society.

Significantly, the map contained ‘big
blanks’ of territory, because, of 
course, Franklin had no radar or GPS,
a fact that dumbfounds modern 
ships’ captains.

At the time of writing, one of David’s
most recent reports was on the rising
tides in Tuvalu. In this part of his talk
the graphics clearly illustrated the 
problem to the population living on the
low lying coral atoll of Tuvalu caused by
the rising tides and water table. The
sea water is seeping through the
bedrock killing off the agriculture. If the
tides continue to rise at the rate they
are doing so, over the next 30 years
the maps of this area will have to
revised drastically as islands and 
populations disappear.

In 2004 David visited the Aral Sea, now
a barren place, a poisoned wasteland.
Man made a disaster as he diverted
water to create new farmland. The 
remaining land is salty and wasted. 
In effect one of the Earth’s great 
features is being rubbed off the map.
In the population, the polluting levels of
salt are causing widespread illness,
especially those affecting the 
respiratory system and DNA, including
cancer of the oesophagus. Since 2004
there have been put in place some 
fairly successful projects to restore
some of the water but the land is still
suffering and changing.

In the international arena, maps are
everything, especially in such politically
unstable areas, such as the West
Bank, where they detail the interlocking
bits of territory, deliniating and 
describing a very complicated situation.

Big changes to the planet are now 
taking place. Changes in the past have
been drastic rather than gentle.
Scientists expect the same now and in
the near future. 

Cartographers and map makers are
going to be busy.

We come in contact with geography
everyday via the weather, traffic,
water, land and our economy, and

through the power of GIS geography has 
now become more important than ever.
Teachers are using GIS in subjects across the
curriculum, including geography, history, 
environmental studies and economics. GIS
assists teachers and students, helping to 
foster critical thinking and problem solving to
prepare our 21st century workforce with the
necessary skills to sustain our fragile world.

OFSTED recently reported a drop in the 
number of pupils taking geography for GCSE
and A-Level, at a time when floods, climate
change and traffic management should be
adding prominence to the subject. This is 
worrying for the GI industry as not only do
we want to develop the next generation of 
spatially aware pupils, but we know what 
great skills students learn when they study 
geography.

New mapping software, which actively
engages students by transforming everyday
examples into something exciting and 
tangible, may help convince young students
that geography is not as boring as they may
think it is. Pupils can now ‘time travel’ to
analyse electronic historical maps, investigate
how rivers and shorelines move, or write
newspapers and podcasts about their 
geography-based findings, learning in a way
that goes beyond traditional worksheets and
using media they so often use.

There are various initiatives being supported
by key GI organisations here in the UK to
help promote geography within schools,
including the Ordnance Survey and my own
organisation, ESRI (UK).

In March 2006, Lord Adonis, the Schools
Minister, and Michael Palin announced the

Action Plan for Geography (APG). The APG
is a two-year programme of support and 
development for school geography led jointly
by the Geographical Association (GA) and the
Royal Geographical Society with the Institute
of British Geographers (RGS). The APG’s
goal is, ‘to provide everyone – opinion 
formers, policy makers, parents and pupils –
with a clear vision of geography as a relevant,
powerful, 21st century subject, and to equip
teachers with the professional skills and 
support they need so that pupils enjoy and
succeed in geography.’

The APG supports initiatives that promote
geography, GIS and mapping within schools,
and the GA and RGS also help teachers 
implement GI into their classrooms. This is
especially pertinent in England, as GIS is
being introduced to the curriculum at Key
stage 3 in September 2008, and should go
some way to help encourage schools, teachers
and children to take an interest in geography
and spatial awareness.  

For more information about the work being
done in promoting GI in education please see
the following links:

Royal Geographical Society (with IBG):
www.rgs.org

Geographical Association:
www.geography.org.uk

Action Plan for Geography:
www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk

ESRI (UK) GIS Day resources:
www.esriuk.com/gisday/ideasresources

MapZone:
mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/

Education Community:
edcommunity.esri.com

Digital Worlds:
www.digitalworlds.co.uk

Angela Baker
Community Programmes Manager

ESRI (UK)
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