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The British Cartographic Society, c/o Royal Geographical Society (with the
Institute of British Geographers) 1 Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2AR, is
registered with the Charity Commission (No. 240034). The Society was
founded 28th September 1963 as a Learned Society and the Constitution
and By-Laws adopted in September 1964.

The Charity is administered by the Council of the Society, who are the
Trustees, comprising (at 31 December 2022):

President Dr S Cassettari
Vice-President Mr P Naylor
Hon. Secretary Mr D Sherren
Treasurer Mr B Anderson

Council Members: Mr C Budas, Mr S Burry, Mr J Goldsmith, Mr H Holbrook,
Dr A Kent, Dr J Peaty, Ms C Seldon, Ms E Watts.

The normal term of office for service on Council shall be one year for
Officers and two years for Members. When a Member does not complete
the normal term of office, Council may seek to fill the vacancy for the
unexpired period by election at an Annual General Meeting.

Co-opted Members of Council: Mr K Black, Mrs P Williams. Co-opted
Members are not Trustees of the Society.

Honorary Coordinators and other post-holders:

Chair of Membership Committee: Ms E Watts

Chair of Programme Committee: Mr P Naylor

Chair of the Publications Committee: Mr J Goldsmith

Chair of UK Cartography Committee, International Cartographic
Association: Dr A J Kent

External Liaison Officer: Mr A Grimwade

Editor, The Cartographic Journal, and Chair of the Editorial Board: Dr A J
Kent

Editorial team, Maplines: A Vizireanu, C Vrinceanu, G Sahbeni, O Candit, P
Vujakovic, J Goldsmith, L Bourne

Editor, Cartographiti: Ms J Fox

Historical Military Mapping Group (HMMG) Convener: Dr J Peaty

Maps and Surveys Editor: Mr P Hesp

Map Curators’ Group Convener: Mrs P Williams

Restless Earth Coordinator: Ms J Johnston



Society Administrator: Ms R Derby
Society Awards Officer: Mr J Goldsmith

Aims

The object of the Charity is the promotion of that class of knowledge which
distinguishes the Art and Science of Cartography. For that purpose, the
Society shall, inter alia:

a. facilitate the exchange of information and ideas amongst the
members of the Society and others;
. hold meetings and publish periodicals and books;
arrange and participate in national and international conferences;
. advance cartographic education and encourage research;
. support the maintenance of libraries and collections of maps, books,
plans and photographs;
print, publish, sell, lend and distribute communications made to the
Society;
g. provide and award medals and prizes;
h. do all other things incidental to the Society’s object provided that
no part of the property or funds of the Society shall be applied
other than for charitable purposes.
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The Trustees’ policy is to offer a forum for the exchange of ideas and the
sharing of cartographic knowledge, and to inform Members of technical
changes and opportunities that affect their professional

standing. Volunteer members manage most of the Society activities, apart
from:

Society administration is outsourced to Ms R Derby.

Website development and management is undertaken by Dominique Rene.
Design of Maplines, the Society’s membership magazine, is outsourced to
Pink Salt Design.

Our Restless Earth programme is run by Jennifer Johnston.

Services Provided

Conferences (Society Annual Conference)

Regular cartographic/GIS-related talks

Society Awards for excellence in cartography

Society Awards Archive

Support for students at the Conference in the form of bursaries
Corporate and Freelancers’ Directories (website)

GeoViz Programme to promote innovative cartographic visualisation
Restless Earth Workshops for schools

General cartographic information and advice through the BCS Forum



Society Publications and Resources

The Cartographic Journal (the peer-reviewed academic periodical of the
Society - ISSN 0008-7041)

Maplines (the news magazine of the Society)

Cartographiti (the newsletter of the Map Curators’ Group)

Maps and Surveys (the newsletter of the Historical Military Mapping Group)
Cartography - an introduction (2" edition) (ISBN 978-0-904482-25-6)

A Celebration of 50 Years of The British Cartographic Society (ISBN 978-0-
904482-24-9)

Careers in Cartography (available on the website)

The Map Curators’ Toolbox (available on the website)

Directory of UK Map Collections (available on the website)

Representation on National and International organisations

British and Irish Committee for Map Information and Cataloguing Systems
(BRICMICS)

International Cartographic Association (ICA)

UK Committee of the ICA (UK Cartography Committee)

UK GEOForum

World Cartographic Forum

Special Interest Groups

Historical Military Mapping Group
Map Curators’ Group

Partnerships and Collaborations

The Society has signed Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with the
Charles Close Society. the International Map Industry Association (IMIA)
and the Association of Geographic Information (AGI) to co-promote each
other’s aims and activities. It has also signed an MoU with the Government
Geography Profession (GGP) to collaborate on the GeoViz Programme
(see below).

The Society remains in discussion with the Defence Surveyors Association
(DSA) to establish a closer working relationship.

The Society is a member of the Foundation for Science and Technology
and benefits from free advice on legislation.

Review of the Year
Council and Committee Meetings

During the reporting period, Council continued with the established pattern
of holding shorter monthly meetings virtually via Google Meet/Zoom. In
December 2023 some members of Council attended an in-person meeting
in a conference room provided by the Steer Group in London. Other



members of the Committee joined the meeting virtually via Google Meet on
a large screen. Committee meetings generally took place on a regular basis
allowing a more responsive way of working.

Membership

The BCS membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. As of 31
December 2023, BCS membership comprised 12 Honorary Fellows, 64
Fellows, 330 Full members, 25 Corporate members, 17 Small Corporate
members, 2 Educational, 50 Student and 40 Affiliate members, making a
total of 540.

Membership subscriptions are a main source of Society income with
recruitment and retention of existing members being a continuous process.

This year has been another exceptional one and following have been
introduced:

e |In each edition of Mapl/ines we showcase one of our members via the
‘Members Spotlight’.

e Employees of our corporate members are actively invited to member
only events and talks.

e The Society has negotiated a new and additional MoU agreement
with the AGI.

e We continue to work closely on events with our MoU partners,
particularly the IMIA.

e Mr El-Moustafa Eweda was awarded a Fellowship.

e We created an external events strategy to ensure conference
attendance is relevant.

Programme

The BCS Programme Committee is responsible for delivering the Society’s
Annual Conference and its calendar of events. It has members that report on
the Map Curators’ Group, the Historical Military Mapping Group, Restless
Earth, BCS Awards, Teatime Talks and GeoViz.

In September 2023 we ran our first in-person conference since covid in
celebration of the Society’'s 60-year anniversary. The conference was run in
conjunction with the British Antarctic Survey where our annual awards were
also awarded. This included a GeoViz hackday and main conference.

Our Teatime Talks continue to be popular and regularly attract 40-50
registrations and this year we introduced Map Memoirs, online presentations
for people to present their favourite map(s). Restless Earth continues to be
popular amongst schools and we often hold two to three events per month.
The Annual Winter Lecture was held virtually in November and brought
together Presidents of the British Cartographic Society, Swiss Society of
Cartography and German Cartographic Society to discuss what the future
holds for modern day cartography. The GeoViz toolkit is almost finished and



will be released later in 2024. In September 2024 our conference will again
be in-person.

Awards

In April 2023 the Barbara Petchenik Children’'s Map Competition UK entries
were judged by Dr Alexander Kent, Chair of UK Cartography Committee
and Jim Goldsmith, BCS Awards Officer.

The following were selected and sent to ICA as the UK entries.
Category 6-8 years

Peace on Earth by Grace McNaughton (aged 8)

Protect Our Planet by Charlotte Langston (aged 7)

Category 9-12 years

Love our Earth by Hannah Kehoe (aged 11)

Move to the Moon by Veronica Myazin (aged 12)

Save the World, to Save the Bees, to Save the People by Georgia Loughton
(aged 10)

The Weight of the World by Harriet Northall (aged 10)

In 2023 awards were presented in the following categories: the Avenza
Award for Electronic Mapping, the John C. Bartholomew Award for
Thematic Mapping, the Garsdale Design Award for 3D Mapping, the OS
Award for Excellence in the Use of Ordnance Survey Data, the Stanfords
Award for Printed Mapping and the Peter Jolly Award, which is only open
to BCS members and voted for by the 2023 BCS membership. There were
no Entries for the lan Mumford Award in 2023.

The 2023 Awards announcements and presentations took place at the end
of the BCS 60th Anniversary Dinner at Christ’s College Cambridge, a
fantastic venue for the event (and a logistical challenge!). It was well
attended but sadly not all the winners were able to be there. The main
conference was held at the British Antarctic Survey where we had a room
to display all the Award entries. Some were physical and others were
shown on posters, and there was a TV running a looping slideshow with all
the 2023 entries.

The prestigious BCS Award was presented to the best entry from the
winners of the major design awards. The 2023 winner was Ribbon Mekong
entered by Marko Kallio.

Judges’ comments: ‘Unusual and fun presentation of a river course. Very

original, entertaining details. A simple concept, clearly executed and easy
to follow’. There is a Video on the BCS YouTube channel featuring a chat
with Marko about his winning entry.

Because of the delays in publishing The Cartographic Journal, printed by
Taylor & Francis, two Henry Johns awards were announced in 2023.



Henry Johns Award for the Most outstanding Paper Published in The
Cartographic Journal

e The Effect of Display Pixel Density on the Minimum Legible Size of
Fundamental Cartographic Symbols (Volume 58, Number 4, pp. 314-
328) by Florian Ledermann was voted by the editorial board of The
Cartographic Journal as the most outstanding paper published in
2021.

e Decoupling Slope and Aspect Vectors to Generalize Relief Shading
(Volume 59, Number 2, pp. 136-149 was voted by the editorial board
of The Cartographic Journal to be the most outstanding paper of
2022.

Full details of all these award categories and the results of the Society’s
awards can be found on the Society’s website and were published in the
2023 winter edition of Maplines pages 16-21 and will be included in a future
edition of The Cartographic Journalin 2023.

Restless Earth Workshops

The British Cartographic Society’s Restless Earth programme ran for its
tenth year during 2023, with 28 sessions at 15 different schools. The
interest this year was well received with a total of 1,642 students taking
part.

All the workshops were in-person events and will continue as such into the
2024 school year.

The development of the second case study using the Turkiye/Syria 2023
earthquake has begun involving Richard Martin from MapAction. The
current Japanese Earthquake Tsunami workshop is being delivered in a
simplified format breaking up the tasks into more manageable chunks and
using a reduced number of reference maps to accommodate the current
abilities of students.

Once again, we are very grateful to all our volunteers and those who
support the workshops. Special thanks to all our volunteers, especially
Stephen Dodds, Peter Jones and Chris Barrington Brown and Emily Altham
from the Ministry of Defence for their contribution.

Teachers continue to comment on the value of the workshops, impressed
by the amount skills and knowledge acquired during a 2-hour period. They
express their surprise at the students that excel beyond expectation. The
Society intends to continue offering the programme for the foreseeable
future.

GeoViz

GeoViz is the direct replacement for our Better Mapping programme of
activity and is intended to offer design advice, online resources and the



opportunity to share experiences for people involved in making maps and
geographic data visualisations. A GeoViz hackday run in conjunction with
the British Antarctic Survey was held as part of the annual conference in
2023 and the GeoViz toolkit is almost complete and ready for publication
later this year.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

Members of the Society represent a wide range of cartographic interests;
they include practical mapmakers, map curators and collectors, academics
and teachers, historians, GIS specialists and so on. Corporate Members
cover an equally diverse field, including hardware and software
manufacturers, government and commercial map publishers, and retailers
and national libraries. To cater for these interests there are two main
groups. If the need arises, the Society is willing to promote further groups.

Historical Military Mapping Group (HMMG)

The group (founded by Dr Peter Chasseaud FRGS) provides a point of
contact and a forum for discussion for those interested in or engaged in
research into any aspect of the history of military survey and mapping. A
joint webinar was held with the Charles Close Society in March under our
MOQOU. Other planned activities did not take place because of the
Convenor's ill health. Extensive discussions were held with the Defence
Surveyors Association about a MOU. Though the DSA eventually declined,
it was agreed that the HMMG and DSA would continue to co-operate
informally.

Map Curators’ Group (MCG)

The Map Curators’ Group is for librarians, curators, archivists, map
historians and map collectors - anyone interested or involved in looking
after map collections. It aims to provide a forum for discussion and
professional support for all aspects of managing map collections in any
format. In September 2023, as part of the Society's Conference, the Group
hosted a workshop on the theme of 'Exploring Maps’. This included papers
on the practical use of collections of the British Antarctic Survey and The
Alpine Club, decolonising collections at the Royal Geographical Society,
and machines reading maps. The MCG has also initiated a new discussion
group on Diversifying our Map Collections which aims to meet quarterly.

UK Cartography Committee (UKCC)

The BCS is the adhering body for the United Kingdom to the International
Cartographic Association (ICA). The Royal Society continues to take an
active interest in ICA affairs and contributes to the annual subscription. A
sub-committee of BCS Council, the UKCC is responsible for submitting the



UK National Report to the ICA General Assembly and for supporting the
UK National Delegate to attend. The UKCC also allows individuals to
participate in ICA activities by offering BCS ICA support awards. In this
period, the UKCC met to discuss the proposed changes to the ICA Statutes
and recommend voting strategies for the UK National Delegate (Alex
Kent), who attended the ICA General Assembly in Cape Town during the
International Cartographic Conference, where he was supported by David
Forrest as the UK’s Deputy Delegate.

World Cartographic Forum

An initiative to bring together leaders of national cartographic societies
from around the world to discuss common issues such as membership,
collaboration and fostering the learning of new mapyping skills. The fourth
meeting of the World Cartographic Forum took place at ICC2023 in Cape
Town, South Africa. Due to an unfortunate clash with the conference
programme, fewer attended this time.

Publications

The Cartographic Journal (the peer-reviewed academic periodical of the
Society)

The printing and distribution of hardcopies of The Cartographic Journal
remained delayed throughout 2022, exacerbated by late submissions for
the production of the ‘bumper’ Issue 4 (Special Issue on Soviet Mapping).
Nevertheless, the Special Issue was a highlight of Volume 59 and attracted
especially good feedback from BCS members.

The Journal’s impact factor (IF) dipped slightly for 2022, with its one-year
IF standing at 1.0, although the modest drop is commensurate with that of
other journals in the field that are published by Taylor & Francis. The
number of article downloads has continued to rise markedly, from 57,000
to nearly 64,000 this year. Fewer manuscripts have been submitted during
2022-2023, which will be addressed by greater representation at
conferences in cartography (and associated fields) to drive up submissions
and attract more authors.

Volume 60 (2023) celebrates the foundation of the BCS and has two
Special Issues; the first being the UK National Report to the ICA (Issue 2)
and another celebrating the 90th anniversary of the first printing of Beck’s
Underground map (Issue 4). A planned Special Issue on geospatial ethics
will be incorporated into Volume 61, which celebrates 60 years of The
Cartographic Journal.

Maplines (membership magazine)

The Society’s membership magazine was produced by Liz Bourne along
with fellow editors Oana Candit, Ghada Sahbeni, Alina Vizireanu, Cristina



Andra Vrinceanu, Peter Vujakovic and Publications Committee Chair, Jim
Goldsmith. Printed copies were distributed to all members apart from
Student members who received digital versions.

Cartographiti (the newsletter of the Map Curators’ Group)

Cartographiti continues to publish twice a year online and has now reached
a milestone publication of issue 100 in January 2023. Recent issues have
included summaries of papers delivered at the MCG Workshop and at other
events. Members and non-members wishing to receive back copies should
contact BCS Administration.

Maps and Surveys

The high quality HMMG newsletter Maps and Surveys is edited by Paul
Hesp and is published quarterly (spring, summer, autumn, winter).

Cartography - an introduction (29 edition)

The second edition of the Society’s practical guide to making better maps
by Giles Darkes and Mary Spence MBE was published in June 2017 and is
available for purchase on the Society’s website.

Directory of UK Map Collections

The Directory is freely published on the BCS website for research purposes
only. While efforts have been made to update the Directory, many entries
should be considered historic and do not reflect current collection status.

Additions and amendments are collated through:

MCGMapcollections@cartography.org.uk.

Corporate Members’ Directory

Accessible to all via the website, the Directory provides an opportunity for
all Corporate Members to advertise their work and to list their contact
details and areas of expertise. Corporate Members who wish to be included
should contact BCS Administration or edit their own profile through the
membership platform, Membermojo.

Freelancers’ Directory

Promoting the work of self-employed cartographers who are members of
the Society, the Freelancers’ Directory is available on the website. Members
who wish to be included should contact BCS Administration or edit their
own profile through the membership platform, Membermojo.
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Website
www.cartography.org.uk

The website was updated and maintained by Dominique Rene throughout
2023 and continues to offer useful resources for members and those
interested in cartography and geovisualisation.

Social Media

The Society’s social media channels have grown by over 1,300 followers to
10,600 since January 2023, and include X, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram
and our subscribers on our YouTube Channel. The biggest annual increase
(37%) has been on YouTube where our videos have engaged almost 200
additional subscribers to our regular Teatime talks and conference
recordings. Engaging via these channels has led to growing membership,
and to improved attendance at our online events. This insight allows the
Council to focus on events and resources to match our members’ needs
based on feedback.

X: @bcsmaps

LinkedIn: britishcartographicsociety
Facebook: britishcartographicsociety
Instagram: @bcsmaps

YouTube: British Cartographic Society

Exhibitions and Public Relations

2022 saw a return to in-person external events and we were pleased to be
represented at DGI 2023, the GA Conference, Geospatial World Forum,
GEOBusiness, the Association for Geographic Information GeoCom event
and the Government Geography Profession conference.

Education

Prof. Peter Vujakovic stood down as Committee Chair in April 2022 and the
Society is currently seeking to find a replacement. In the meantime the
committee remains in abeyance. In addition, the ongoing development of
the GeoViz resource should also support teachers and education into the
future.

Finance

The principal sources of income for the Society remain membership
subscriptions and the revenue from its publications. These are supported
by donations, investment interest and Gift Aid claimed on a proportion of
membership subscriptions.

The financial policy of the Society remains unchanged — to maintain a
minimum level of funds in reserve which is sufficient to cover (a) 18 months
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of the cost of production of the Society’s publications and its web
presence, and (b) an amount equivalent to the cash flow requirement for a
12-month period. At the discretion of Council up to 20% of the reserve may
be used to fund a special project on the condition that a plan is put in place
to return the level of reserves to their target within a 12-month period. This
provision has been used to fund the work of the GeoViz Co-ordinator for
the initial year.

Subscription income remains stable with a modest increase compared with
the previous year, the donation from Informa (the publishers of the
Cartographic Journal) towards the general work of the Society covers two
years in the accounts for 2023, other small donations have not made a
significant contribution to the Society’s funds. Reorganisation of the
Society’s administration had minimal impact on its finances. Income from
Restless Earth Workshops has recovered and provided a surplus on the
operating costs of this aspect of the Society’s activities. The co-ordinator
for these workshops is not funded from this income.

Throughout the period, management of the Society’s finances has been in
broadly in line with the agreed budget although the higher than anticipated
costs incurred to support attendance at events, particularly those outside
the UK, have resulted in a deficit over the year. In view of this and the need
to ensure that the Society is able to return a small surplus in the future it
was decided to increase membership subscriptions commencing in 2024.

The value of the Society’s investments declined over the year, from
£98,570.28 to £96,448.79, however, this is smaller than in the previous year
and it remains the case that the level of accumulated assets is considered
adeqguate to meet the agreed reserves.

The trustees have considered the financial risks to which the Society is
exposed and are of the opinion that systems are in place to mitigate any
exposure to these.

(.Y

Signed by Dr G Cassettari (President) for, and on behalf of, the Council of
the British Cartographic Society.

12 March 2024
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